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Catherine Morland reads tales of Gothic romance, yet leads a country life in Wiltshire. When she
travels to Bath, she meets and falls in love with Henry Tilney. She is invited by his sister and
father to stay at Northanger Abbey, where she meets all the trappings of Gothic horror that she
has read about. Fortunately, she has her own good sense and irresistible but unsentimental
hero, Henry Tilney.

From Publishers WeeklyUpdated for the second time since 1992, this book, by a trio of
professors and systems analysts, offers a pessimistic view of the natural resources available for
the world's population. Using extensive computer models based on population, food production,
pollution and other data, the authors demonstrate why the world is in a potentially dangerous
"overshoot" situation. Put simply, overshoot means people have been steadily using up more of
the Earth's resources without replenishing its supplies. The consequences, according to the
authors, may be catastrophic: "We... believe that if a profound correction is not made soon, a
crash of some sort is certain. And it will occur within the lifetimes of many who are alive today."
After explaining overshoot, the book discusses population and industrial growth, the limits on
available resources, pollution, technology and, importantly, ways to avoid overshoot. The authors
do an excellent job of summarizing their extensive research with clear writing and helpful charts
illustrating trends in food consumption, population increases, grain production, etc., in a serious
tome likely to appeal to environmentalists, government employees and public policy
experts.Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights
reserved.ReviewJohn N. Cooper, for AxisofLogic.com-This is a wonderful book. Originally
published in 1972 as Limits to Growth and refreshed in 1992 in Beyond the LimitsBriefly,
humanity has overshot the limits of what is physically and biologically sustainable. That
overshoot WILL lead to the collapse of the planetary environment's ability to support not only our
species but much of the rest of the biosphere if we do not act rapidly and effectively to reduce
our footprint. These conclusions provide reasons for both optimism and alarm: optimism
because humanity has demonstrated its capacity to act appropriately in one specific instance;
and alarm because thirty years have been largely wasted since the consequences of our failing
to act were detailed. There is still time but the need to act quickly and effectively is urgent. The
authors demonstrate that the most critical areas needing immediate attention are: population;
wasteful, inefficient growth; and pollution. They show how attention to all three simultaneously
can result in returning the human footprint on the environment to manageable, sustainable size,
while sharply reducing the disparity between human well-being and fostering a generous quality-
of-life worldwide. Absent this, the prospects are grim indeed.The book is divided into three
sections, the first outlining in principle the authors' systems analytical approach to



understanding the planet's ecology. Their presentation is clear and comprehensible with an
abundance of charts and figures that make visualizing the concepts easy. They successfully
avoid the pitfalls of many technical presentations by using familiar analogies and largely avoiding
professional jargon. As a result readers come away with insights not just into global
interconnectedness of inputs, outputs, accumulation and feedback but also the significance of
such dynamics in local, even personal, situations.The second section deals with the authors'
updated and revised modeling program, World3, which they utilize to test the plausible effects of
changes in human political, economic and social behavior on the environment. Their discussion
of World3 focuses on the assumptions for, and results of, a variety calculational scenarios.
Details of their latest programming revisions are reserved for an index. Repeatedly they
emphasize that their results are NOT prescriptive, but merely descriptive in general terms of
likely consequences of humanity's failure or success in rising to meet the issues cited. Again
excellent graphics for the various scenarios allow the reader to see at a glance what different
approaches toward rectifying past, present and future environmental damage may have.The
final chapters describe options open to humanity that the authors believe have the best chance
of avoiding social, economic and probably political collapse in the next century or so. We have a
choice: the human experiment, possibly even the biological experiment, that is life on this planet
can yet succeed and persist in a sustainable way. But to do so will require our species as whole
consciously and deliberately to take immediate, remediating steps, now, seriously and
adequately to address the issues we have so far failed to do so effectively. It IS up to us. ©
Copyright 2005 by AxisofLogic.com.-- John N. Cooper"In 1972, The Limits to Growth was
published as a clarion call to begin changing the way the world worked so we safely made it to
2050-2070. The authors were clear that the path of change needed to begin "now" so we made
a course correction within the next 30 years. Sadly, the message they wrote got badly
misunderstood and by 30 years later, scores of critiques to the book claimed the authors warned
that the world would run out of oil and other scare resources by 1990 or 2000. It is time for the
world to re-read Limits to Growth! The message of 1972 is far more real and relevant in 2004
and we wasted a valuable 30 years of action plans by misreading the message of the first
book."--Matthew R. Simmons, energy analyst and founder, Simmons & Company International,
The world's largest energy investment banking practiceAbout the AuthorA woman whose
pioneering work in the 1970s still makes front-page news, Donella Meadows was a scientist,
author, teacher, and farmer widely considered ahead of her time. She was one of the world's
foremost systems analysts and lead author of the influential Limits to Growth--the 1972 book on
global trends in population, economics, and the environment that was translated into 28
languages and became an international bestseller. That book launched a worldwide debate on
the earth's capacity to withstand constant human development and expansion. Twenty years
later, she and co-authors Dennis Meadows and Jorgen Randers reported on their follow-up
study in Beyond the Limits and a final revision of their research, Limits to Growth: The 30-Year
Update, was published in 2004.Jorgen Randers is professor of climate strategy at the BI



Norwegian Business School, where he works on climate issues and scenario analysis. He was
previously president of BI and deputy director general of WWF International (World Wildlife
Fund) in Switzerland. He lectures internationally on sustainable development and especially
climate, and is a nonexecutive member of a number of corporate boards. He sits on the
sustainability councils of British Telecom in the UK and the Dow Chemical Company in the
United States. In 2006 he chaired the cabinet-appointed Commission on Low Greenhouse Gas
Emissions, which reported on how Norway can cut its climate gas emissions by two-thirds by
2050. Randers has written numerous books and scientific papers, and was coauthor of The
Limits to Growth in 1972, Beyond the Limits in 1992, Limits to Growth: The 30-Year Update in
2004, and 2052: A Global Forecast for the Next Forty Years in 2011. Randers lives in Oslo,
Norway.Dennis Meadows is emeritus professor of systems policy and social science research at
the University of New Hampshire, where he was also director of the Institute for Policy and
Social Science Research. In 2009 he received the Japan Prize for his contributions to world
peace and sustainable development. He has authored ten books and numerous educational
games, which have been translated into more than 15 languages for use around the world. He
earned his Ph.D. in Management from MIT, where he previously served on the faculty, and has
received four honorary doctorates for his contributions to environmental education.Read more

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/VpjqL/Northanger-Abbey-The-Classic-Collection


            Pages 12 - 108 are not included in this sample.

Sense and Sensibility (Penguin Classics) Northanger Abbey Pride and Prejudice

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/VpjqL/Northanger-Abbey-The-Classic-Collection


E. A. Solinas, “When a young lady is to be a heroine. Gothic romances were all the rage in the
late 1700s and early 1800s -- sprawling, eerie melodramas full of sublimated sex and
violence.And rather than her usual straightforward comedies of manners, Jane Austen once
wrote a mellow satire of the very mockable genre -- think a parody of "Twilight" or "50 Shades of
Grey" as written by one of the greats. "Northanger Abbey" is a clever and slightly tongue-in-
cheek little novel about a girl who needs to learn the difference between fantasy and reality... and
yes, there's some love tangles and deceptions too.Catherine Morland is an innocent young
country girl with a love of gothic romances, and has lives an unremarkably life in a country
parish. But then the wealthy Allens invite her to Bath during their vacation there, and of course
she accepts -- and through balls and old acquaintances, she becomes friends with two pairs of
siblings. One is the Thorpes, the uncouth dandy John and his manipulative sister Isabella, and
the more mysterious Tilneys, the charming Henry and sweet Eleanor.When the Tilneys decide to
leave Bath, Catherine is invited with them, to the vast stone manorhouse of Northanger Abbey --
which is as gloomy, eerie and remote as her gothic-loving heart could wish for. What's more, she
believes that there are dangerous secrets in Northanger Abbey, related to the suspicious death
of the late Mrs. Tilney. But Catherine has some lessons to learn about reality and fantasy: that
everyday world is not nearly as melodramatic and twisted as her novels, and that it has its own
dangers and deceptions.Unlike all the other books Austen wrote, "Northanger Abbey" is a
careful balance of two different styles -- a parody of all the lurid excesses of classic gothic novels
(she even lists a bunch of real-life gothic novels!), and it's a subtle coming-of-age tale about a
young girl who needs to figure out the difference between reality and fantasy. There's big spooky
manors, sinister noblemen, mysterious deaths... you do the math.And Austen clearly had a lot of
fun with this book, enhancing her usual formal style with a bit of satirical melodrama ("A
thousand alarming presentiments of evil to her beloved Catherine from this terrific separation
must oppress her heart with sadness"). And while the plot is sprinkled with sinister pseudo-
gothic hints, Austen also takes the time to sketch out some romantic deceptions and tangles, as
well as some deliciously arch dialogue ("I was not thinking of anything." "That is artful and deep,
to be sure...").The only part that falls short is the climactic encounter between Henry and
Catherine... which is completely skimmed over, and related only in a distant vague style. "I leave
it to my reader's sagacity" is not a satisfying way to handle that sort of romantically-charged
scene.Austen also has fun with Catherine as the unlikely heroine of the piece, especially since
she makes it clear that Catherine comes from a very mundane, undramatic background. She's
sweet, naive, wide-eyed and essentially good-hearted, but she has a lot to learn about reality
(especially about the golddigging family that befriends her). And Henry is an oddity among
Austen's heroes, being a clever silver-tongued charmer with a heart of gold who likes to gently
tease Catherine.Quick, light and full of teasing humor, "Northanger Abbey" is an oddity in Jane
Austen's string of brilliant novels -- but being a clever, well-plotted spoof doesn't make it any less



charming. A delight.”

Debbie B., “I love the way she creates her characters through their dialogue. I have spent the last
few days re-reading uncharacteristically slowly. This Jane Austen classic is worth savoring.
There are so many passages that display the author's sly observational wit and brilliance. And
the illustrations add a little something extra in this kindle edition.I love the way she creates her
characters through their dialogue. John Thorpe is a recognizable example. How many ladies
HAVEN'T been out with a guy who's such a gearhead that he doesn't realize that perhaps his
date isn't interested in the differences between a Mustang and a Corvette? The same guy who
brags and embellishes his supposed accomplishments? And is certain he knows what's best for
you and makes decisions for you without really listening to you? Yeah, THAT guy. I hate that guy.
Jane Austen describes him to a "T" (although, in John's case, it's actual horses rather than
horsepower that he's obsessed with).And then there's his sister, Isabella Thorpe. Have you ever
known somebody who gushes and fawns all over you as though she's your bestest friend in the
whole entire world, but she turns out to be just using you? Who pretends not to notice guys but
makes sure that she's in the most prominent spot so they can't help but notice her? Who knows
how to make them fall at her feet even though she's a flat-out phony? Yeah, THAT "friend." Ms.
Austen's got that type pegged here, too. I'm really glad Isabella gets hoisted by her own petard
so James Morland doesn't get stuck married to that nasty piece of muslin.Then there's Mrs.
Allen's ridiculous preoccupation with clothing. I could go on with numerous other examples, but
you get the idea.This is primarily a coming of age story about one Catherine Morland. She is a
sweet, plain-spoken, naive 18-year-old young lady who goes to Bath with the Allens, a
respectable older couple. She doesn't recognize hyperbole and is extremely gullible. At the
Pump Room, she makes the acquaintance of the aforementioned Isabella whose brother John,
as it happens, is good friends with James, Catherine's brother. Catherine also makes the
acquaintance of Henry Tilney and his sister Eleanor, who are much pleasanter company than
the Thorpe siblings. (If you're unsure why, see descriptions of the Thorpe characters above.) As
the story goes on, she also meets Captain Tilney, Henry and Eleanor's older brother, and
General Tilney, their father. The book title is taken from the name of General Tilney's residence
in Gloucestershire, where Catherine has a very confusing and eventful visit. By the book's end,
she is older and wiser when it comes to recognizing duplicitous people.A chunk of this book
pokes gentle fun at scary gothic novels. Just a few months ago, I read a piece of Austen's
juvenalia, Love and Friendship (NOT the recent movie, but the book!!), which takes a more
frontal approach to mocking such tales. Reading Northanger Abbey so soon afterward, I can
recognize her improved writing skills and more sophisticated story-telling. In this book, Catherine
is an enthusiastic devotee of The Mysteries of Udolpho and the like, and she's thrilled to be
visiting an actual abbey. When she first arrives, she's severely disappointed because there's
nothing sinister about it at all. But once nighttime and a raging storm hits, she's a bundle of
nerves and imagining all kinds of nonsense. I don't read a lot of scary books, but I'll never forget



how nervous I felt alone in my house the night I was wading through one of Stephen King's
novels!And that's the reason we're still talking about Jane Austen's books today and will
continue talking about them for many eons to come. Her characters are people we recognize;
they're relatable and feel real. The situations are credible. There may be more coincidences than
we encounter in real life, but they serve to keep her plots compact and interesting. Every time I
read this (or any of JA's other masterpieces), I find more to admire and marvel at.”

M. Wilkinson, “Comedy, satire, and romance. In some ways, Austen's least satisfactory book, as
the authorial voiceover is sometimes intrusive. However, as with all her novels, the characters
are clearly drawn, instantly recognisable as people you probably know, and you get drawn in. It
is not just a period romance; for a start, this was not "period" but "contemporary" in Austen's
time. Austen was such a great observer and describer of people that this book is as relevant
today as it was then. A young man boasting of the unlikely speed of his horse in the 1800s
would be boasting about his car's 0-60 times, or his implausible fast time down the M5, today. A
young woman reading novels and then assuming that that is what life is really like, would be a
young woman stuck in her phone and believing what she saw "on Google" — and making similar
errors of judgement.  Recommended.”

Anji Dale, “NORTHANGER ABBEY - WHAT A RIDE!. It's been some years since I last read
Northanger Abbey and I have to say that it was never one of my favourites amongst the works of
Jane Austen. That's all changed now! I totally loved it this time around. More so than any of her
other works, I think, Jane Austen addresses the reader directly on numerous occasions when
discussing the subjects of what makes a heroine and of reading novels. In the telling of
Catherine's adventures, the author's sharp observations, sarcasm and wit are just some of the
things that I just didn't appreciate when I first read this as a teenager. As a woman of somewhat
more mature years now (!), it was such a delight.I guess just about everyone will know the
details of the plot so I won't go into great detail here, just a few observations about some of the
characters.At seventeen, Catherine Morland is around the same age as Kitty Bennet and shares
some of the same silliness and immaturity with her. I found it annoying on my earlier readings
but now I can understand the background to her life and upbringing. I can imagine Kitty, if she
read at all, having the same love of Gothic novels. As for Henry Tilney, who wouldn't appreciate
a man with a sense of humour and who understands muslin the way he does? Isabella and
John Thorpe both need a good talking to. I found them both deeply annoying and self-centred.
Eleanor Tilney reminded me a little of Georgiana Darcy but without having the Ramsgate
experience. The two characters I still struggle to properly interpret though are the General and
Captain Tilney.Anyone out there who hasn't read Northanger Abbey before, or for a long while,
should take a shot at it. It was a very rewarding experience.”

Jason Mills, “A book of two halves. Even writing a week after finishing this one, I'm a little puzzled



by it. The familiar Austen apparatus is all present and correct: Catherine, our good-natured
heroine, visits Bath, commences an unspoken romance and negotiates her way through social
difficulties to a satisfactory engagement. Interwoven is an overt defence of literature, leavened
with a warning to be mindful of its influence, as Catherine's infatuation with horrific novels leads
her into sensational fantasies. The prejudices and misunderstandings of real life are presented
as potentially harsher still than her most Gothic imaginings. Honest Catherine grows
convincingly from endearing naivety to brave dignity, snagging her Henry in the process, whilst
those fixated on money find their obsession leads them into unhappiness.Still, all this did not
form a well-focussed beam for me. The theme of ill-judged fantasising seemed to end long
before the contrasting reality (if such was intended) reared its head; and with over half the book
gone before the eponymous Abbey appeared, the book's project remains unclear to me. (In
fairness, Austen didn't choose the title.) This seems the slightest Austen I've read so far - but of
course still engaging and intriguing throughout.”

SuzM, “Northanger Abbey. Some people might say it isn't as exquisitely crafted as some of Jane
Austen's book, and it does have occasional hints of undergraduate humour in place of her
usually finely honed minimalist irony, but this remains one of my favourites. Catherine Morland is
not a brazenly confident heroine like Eliza Bennet, but neither is she an infuriating wimp like
Fanny Price, and there is a constant witty contrast between the Gothic melodramas of her
imagination and the real social dramas that carry her along. Isabella and John Thorpe are
characters I could point to on any street in the 21st century. I know Mr. Darcy is supposed to be
one of literature's great romantic heroes, but give me Henry Tilney any day, a far more real and
agreeable character, `if not quite handsome, very near to it,' amusing and gently mocking, too
fond of keeping life smooth to take a stand against his unpleasant father until finally pushed over
the brink, but then ready to stand on principle. I would say he is a character created by a woman
who had brothers.”

The book by Jane Austen has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 4,038 people have provided feedback.
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